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Presentation of Team
:H�DUH�DQ�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�WHDP�RI�PDVWHU·V�VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�/6(�&LWLHV� 
3URJUDPPH�DQG�WKH�6RFLRORJ\�GHSDUWPHQW�DW�WKH�/RQGRQ�6FKRRO�RI�(FRQRPLFV�WKDW�VKDUH�D�
passion for urban studies and inclusive design. 
y 2014

5LDG�$]DU
is an MSc candidate in political sociology, with a 
focus on qualitative and ethnographic research 
methods. After undergraduate studies in honours 
political science at William Paterson University of 
New Jersey, he worked as a freelance journalist in 
Peru, Chile, Argentina and Brazil covering urban 
issues and social movements. His current research 
LQ�WKH�VRFLRORJ\�RI�ZRUN�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ�LQ�/RQGRQ�LV�
informed by his international experience. 

/L]�'H:ROI
is a sociologist with a research focus on urban 
development and governance. She studied urban 
sociology and visual studies at Trinity College in 
Hartford, CT, and subsequently moved to Istanbul 
ZKHUH�VKH�WDXJKW�(QJOLVK�WR�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�PX-
nicipality, conducted research on grassroots urban 
activism, and participated in the Making City Istan-
bul project for the 2012 Design Biennial. She is cur-
UHQWO\�ÀQLVKLQJ�KHU�06F�LQ�&LW\�'HVLJQ�DQG�6RFLDO�
6FLHQFH�DW�/6(��ZKHUH�VKH�UHVHDUFKHV�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�
urban activism in Istanbul on planning negotiations 
between government and civil society.

6HUHQD�*LUDQL
holds a MArch from the Milan Polytechnic Univer-
sity, where she also taught as a teaching assistant, 
RQ�DQ�¶8UEDQ�DQG�UHJLRQDO�DQDO\VLV·�FRXUVH��6KH�
studied and worked in Milan and Barcelona, initial-
ly as a freelancer and since the end of 2011, as a 
consultant in transport and urban planning at Sys-
tematica S.r.l. based in Milan. She has been part of 
VHYHUDO�VLJQLÀFDQW�SURMHFWV�VXFK�DV�7KH�6WUDWHJLF�
city Plan for Parma (Italy), Istanbul Public Hospital 
Regeneration, Susa High Speed Railway Station 
International Competition and Historic City Centre 
World Bank Research among many others. She is 
passionate about urban design and socio-political 
aspects of the built environment.

'UHZ�0DOPXWK
is completing his MSc in political sociology, with a 
focus on urban sociology, community activism, and 
environmental racism. He received a B.A in hon-
ours political science from McGill University. After 
OHDYLQJ�0RQWUHDO��'UHZ�WDXJKW�(QJOLVK�LQ�6RXWK�.R-
UHD�DQG��VLQFH�OLYLQJ�LQ�/RQGRQ��KH�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�
WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�ORFDO�WXWRULDO�FHQWUHV��/6(�PHQWRU-
ing projects, and youth development charities. His 
UHVHDUFK�DW�/6(�LV�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI�
social activism and discriminatory land use policies.

&ODXGLD�6LQDWUD
graduated in Architecture with honors (MArch, 
University of Ferrara) with an urban design thesis 
on the application of urban renewal strategies in 
,OIRUG��/RQGRQ��6KH�VWXGLHG�LQ�,WDO\�DQG�*HUPDQ\��
and she is currently analysing alternative planning  
mechanisms, processes and strategies in Paler-
PR�ZLWKLQ�KHU�06F�DW�WKH�/6(��6KH�ZRUNHG�DV�D�
project assistant at DV Architekten in Munich and 
since 2009 she has been collaborating with the 
news magazine Internazionale as a photo-reporter. 
Her work is guided by an interest in how physical 
and non-physical networks interact in cities of the 
contemporary age, both at a local and global scale.

3DXOD�6]HMQIHOG�6LUNLV
graduated in Architecture from the University of 
Buenos Aires. Her passion and main area of exper-
tise is in Urban Design and Planning. She worked 
as an Urban Designer since 2010 at Halcrow in Ar-
JHQWLQD�DQG�WKH�8.��SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�SURMHFWV�LQ�WKH�
/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�UHJLRQ��8.��&KLQD�DQG�0LGGOH�(DVW��
Some of her most relevant work experience is on 
strategical inclusive master-planning for deprived 
areas of Buenos Aires and regeneration for the 
insertion of new adaptable industries in Belo Hor-
L]RQWH��%UD]LO��7KH�06F�DW�/6(�KDV�KHOSHG�KHU�WR�
develop her own vision on how to approach plan-
ning and urban design from a non-traditional way.



In an effort to provide in-depth data about 
the living and working spaces in Haring-
ey’s warehouse community, an interdis-
ciplinary team of master’s students from 
the LSE Cities Programme at the London 
School of Economics has carried out an 
independent research project. Our prima-
ry methods include an investigation of the 
area’s spatial elements and an analysis 
of interviews with the warehouse resi-
dents. The six-person team is composed 
of three professional architects and three 
sociological researchers.

Introduction
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Introduction

y 2014

%DFNJURXQG

The Manor House warehouses have been the site 
of an expanding creative and artistic community 
that organically formed in the early 2000s. The 
area is comprised of converted industrial sites 
that serve as live/work spaces. These spaces are 
referred to by the residents as: Arena Design Cen-
tre, Overbury Road, Catwalk Place, and Omega 
Works. The warehouses offer living and workspace 
typologies that are not traditionally acknowledged 
in current planning and policy frameworks, and this 
VWXG\·V�ÀQGLQJV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�D�QHZ�YRFDEXODU\�IRU�
this type of mixed-use space and a detailed de-
scription of the social networks operating within it. 

2EMHFWLYHV

Research-led spatial and policy design leads to 
PRUH�HIÀFLHQW�DQG�SUHFLVH�SK\VLFDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�
DQG�SROLF\�GHYHORSPHQW��0RUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\��D�
multidisciplinary (socio-spatial) methodology is 
essential to build strategies to improve quality of 
OLIH�ZKLOH�GHVLJQLQJ�SK\VLFDO�VSDFHV��/6(�&LWLHV��
�������:LWKLQ�+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQL-
ty are complex social and professional networks 
that rely on particular spaces for cohabitation and 
co-working. Through our study we aim to improve 
our understanding of the relationships between 
these spatial and social realms.  

We believe that these complex social networks 
create a great deal of unique human capital - a 
stock of knowledge and characteristics that contrib-
ute to social and economic productivity - that could 
be valuable to the Council if properly understood. 
Upon completion of the study, the warehouse 
structures and their residents will be more properly 
contextualized. This context needs to be consid-
ered before any succesful intervention can poten-
tially take place.  

In accordance with the aims explained above, the 
study is structured into two sections: a detailed 
VSDWLDO�VWXG\�RI�WKH�DUHD·V�OLYLQJ�VSDFHV�DQG�KRZ�
they are used, and a qualitative exploration of the 
social dynamics of the warehouses that are par-
ticularly characteristic of this type of environment. 
Below is a more detailed discussion of our method-
ology.  

0HWKRGRORJ\

The spatial analysis is necessary to illustrate how 
the live/work arrangement functions within the 
ZDUHKRXVH�VSDFH��7KH�DQDO\VLV�SURYLGHV�D�TXDQWLÀ-
DEOH�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�ZDUHKRXVHV·�SK\VL-
cal space for its tenants and introduces new criteria 
to evaluate living/work arrangements in non-con-
ventional residential/working spaces. A different ap-
proach to reading the spatial organisation and func-
tioning of the warehouses is of great importance for 
understanding its reinvented physical dimension 
and lifestyle. The spatial analysis can orient the for-
mal reconversion and reuse of the urban industrial 
shells, and can set a standard for similar live/work 
HQYLURQPHQWV�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�/RQGRQ�

The architects are responsible for the spatial analy-
sis, which will focus on the relations between the 
physical spaces, the proportions of individual and 
collective space, and the impacts on uses and 
regulation. The analysis is structured across two 
scales: the unit scale (covered by an in-depth 
analysis of one warehouse unit) and the typological 
scale (covered by a comparative analysis of three 
case-studies of other forms of collective living). On 
the unit scale, the team will investigate the physi-
cal features and ratios of individual and collective 
VSDFH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHÀQH�WKH�VSDWLDO�RUGHU�DQG�XVH�
of the warehouses. The  comparative typological 
study will consider the spatial and regulatory frame-
works of HMO, Student Residence, and traditional 



6



7

PXOWL�XQLW�KRXVLQJ�W\SRORJLHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHÀQH�KRZ�
life is accommodated in conventional and non-con-
ventional typologies.   

The sociological team will take an ethnographic ap-
proach, which entails a focused, in-depth analysis 
of a particular group through interviews and 
SDUWLFLSDQW�REVHUYDWLRQ��(WKQRJUDSK\�UHTXLUHV�WKH�
researcher to ask open-ended questions, allow-
ing the interviewees to describe processes, rela-
tionships, and values that cannot be captured by 
observation alone. This method contributes a social 
component to demographic data, providing insight 
into why and how social phenomena take place. 
,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVHV��HWKQRJUD-
phy is required to understand what exactly drives 
tenants to reside in the space and how their live/
work arrangement creates value for the Borough 
of Haringey.  In accordance with this approach, the 
sociological team performed 12 open-ended inter-
views in July, 2012 and observed the site regularly 
during that period.  
 
A statistical analysis of the warehouse tenants pro-
vides a sense of quantity and type of activity, but it 
cannot illustrate the supportive linkages and collab-
orative activities that occur between tenants. The 
sociologists on the team are thus tasked with per-
forming interviews and analysing the resulting data, 
which will give a more complete social background 
to the numbers that the Council has requested in 

their census. For example, while the survey can 
accurately show the percentage of self-employed 
residents who run their businesses out of the ware-
houses, the sociological team intends to discover 
why the warehouse spaces are a necessary com-
ponent in the creative and productive process. An 
LQLWLDO�ÀQGLQJ�LV�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�VPDOO�EXVLQHVV-
es are able to boost economic viability through 
UHVRXUFH�DQG�VNLOOV�VKDULQJ��2WKHU�HDUO\�ÀQGLQJV�
not addressed by the census survey suggest that 
tenant desires, such as greater social integration 
between warehouse tenants and residents of the 
VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD��FRXOG�EH�HTXDOO\�EHQHÀFLDO�IRU�
WKH�&RXQFLO��(WKQRJUDSK\�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�FDSWXUH�
these social complexities. 

In conclusion, statistical data collection is not a 
VXIÀFLHQW�PHWKRG�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�YDOXH�DQG�
functions of the warehouse spaces for their ten-
ants. Our multidisciplinary analysis will provide 
interested parties with the necessary tools to imple-
ment design and policies that protect the value of 
the warehouse spaces and utilise the concentration 
of human capital in its regeneration strategies.



This socio-spatial section leads with a 
breakdown of London planning regu-
lations regarding residences shared 
by multiple households, and it follows 
by comparing spatial case studies of 
non-warehouse typologies that fall under 
this residential category, providing a point 
of reference for understanding the unique 
function of warehouse live/work spaces. 
Finally, we present our socio-spatial anal-
ysis of the Haringey’s warehouse com-
munity, which includes an ethnographic 
TUVEZ�PG�IPX�SFTJEFOUT�VTF�BOE�CFOFmU�
from the space as well as a study of the 
live/work spaces themselves.

6RFLR�VSDWLDO�$QDO\VLV
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Socio-spatial Analysis 

July 2014

5HJXODWRU\�)UDPHZRUN�IRU�6SDWLDO�
(OHPHQW�

The economic and demographic demands in re-
ODWLRQ�WR�ODQG�XVH�LQ�/RQGRQ�FKDQJH�PRUH�UDSLGO\�
than the rate at which the regulations of land use  
are adapted and revised. Therefore, understanding 
the regulatory framework and its implications for 
+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
analyse the strengths and fragilities of its live/work 
arrangements. The process of repurposing indus-
trial spaces, if approached properly, can be a key 
strategy for policy design in the context of progres-
sive urban (re)development.

While adaptive reuse is typically driven by develop-
ers -- as in the case of the Tate Modern and Batter-
VHD�3RZHU�6WDWLRQ����RWKHU�IDFWRUV�LQÁXHQFH�ZKHWK-
er a building is converted, reused or demolished for 
use of its land. In the case of Haringey one must 
account for:

• the social value of the warehouses
• the importance of the new uses to the local 

community 
• the value of non-conventional live/work 
      arrangements. 

Under the current regulatory system, different 
classes of land use require different planning 
approaches. As a consequence of the passage of 
�����SODQQLQJ�OHJLVODWLRQ��¶WKH�HUHFWLRQ��H[WHQVLRQ�
or alteration of an industrial building or warehouse 
is considered to be a permitted development, not 
UHTXLULQJ�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�SODQQLQJ�SHUPLVVLRQ�·�
certain quantitative limits and conditions not with-
standing (Planningportal.gov.uk, 2014b, para. 1).  

However under the Town and Country Planning 
(Use Classes) Order, the conversion of general 
industrial or warehouse (B2 and B8) buildings to 
residential use classes (C3 and C4) is still likely to 

require approval under normal planning applica-
tion procedures. This is to ensure that the updated 
warehouses adhere to current building regulation 
standards. Although the current live/work uses of 
+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVHV�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
for successful reconversion and adaptation, the 
JRYHUQPHQW·V�YLHZ�LV�JHQHUDOO\�WKDW�LQGXVWULDO�RU�
warehouse (B2 and B8) buildings are often un-
suited for adaptation and would generally require 
rebuilding, thereby triggering a full planning appli-
cation (Morris et al., 2011).

There are many possible impediments in repur-
posing these types of buildings, but the possibility 
of reconversion presents social and economic 
opportunities that have, up to this point, not been 
fully understood. For these reasons, this research 
project focuses on the features characterising 
+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
of the current planning standards while proposing 
a more comprehensive framework for community 
living.

In accordance with current planning categories, 
+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\�PRVW�FORVHO\�
resemble the C4 Houses in Multiple Occupation 
�+02V��FDWHJRULVDWLRQ�RI�XVH��GHÀQHG�DV�IROORZV�

¶&��+RXVHV�LQ�PXOWLSOH�RFFXSDWLRQ���VPDOO�VKDUHG�
houses occupied by between three and six unre-
lated individuals, as their only or main residence, 
who share basic amenities such as a kitchen or 
EDWKURRP�RU�FRRNLQJ�IDFLOLWLHV�·
(Planningportal.gov.uk, 2014a, para. 18).

HMOs typically encompass residential properties 
ZKHUH�¶FRPPRQ�DUHDV·�H[LVW�DQG�DUH�VKDUHG�E\�
more than one household. While the legislation 
WKDW�GHÀQHV�WKH�OLFHQVLQJ�RI�VXFK�XQLWV�H[LVWV�DW�
the national level, authority is devolved to the local 
level for management and enforcement. The local 
council therefore has an ability to create manage-
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ment orders regarding non licensable HMOs, with 
power to control for overcrowding (Haringey Coun-
cil, 2011a).

According to the Housing Act 2004, Part 2, Har-
LQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\�GRHV�QRW�IDOO�LQWR�
the mandatory licensing framework, as this applies 
only if the HMOs a) comprise 3 or more stories, b) 
are occupied by 5 or more persons living in 2 or 
more households and c) are not fully converted into 
self-contained units of accommodation (Haringey 
&RXQFLO���������+RZHYHU�+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�
community faces an uncertain future following 
the publication of a report on behalf of the council 
entitled Tackling Unauthorised Living in Industrial 
Areas. The possibility may exist for the local coun-
cil and planning authority to inscribe the warehouse 
district into additional HMO licensing and formalise 
WKH�KLWKHUWR�¶XQDXWKRULVHG·�UHVLGHQWLDO�DQG�OLYH�ZRUN�
XVHV��<HW�WKH�UHSRUW�VWDWHV�WKDW�¶UHJXODULVDWLRQ�DQG�
management of existing uses on site was consid-
ered but was felt to be inappropriate, due to the 
complex planning and housing issues that present 
themselves, in particular with regard to the safety 
RI�RFFXSDQWV�DQG�GHSDUWXUHV�IURP�SODQQLQJ�SROLF\·�
(Haringey Council, 2013, para 4.1).  

The current analysis and its related case studies 
bring to the fore the need for different consider-
DWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\��
The point is not to prove that the subject matter are 
reasonably suited for HMO licensing, but that for 
their particular characteristics they require non-tra-
ditional standards to evaluate opportunities, quality 
conversions and community value, and to regulate 
change of use. The limited language of the current 
regulatory framework for collective housing/live/
work is not a suitable means for the investigation of 
WKH�UHLQYHQWHG�VRFLR�VSDWLDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�+DULQJH\·V�
warehouse community.

The planning standards surrounding HMOs do not 
explicitly account for a community element, such as 
the collective use and self-management of shared 
VSDFHV��ZKLFK�VWURQJO\�FKDUDFWHULVHV�+DULQJH\·V�
warehouse community and sets it apart from other 
residential typologies.The closest allusion to any 
communal living dimension is found in a residential 
VXEFDWHJRU\�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�&��8VH�&ODVV�

¶&��F��DOORZV�IRU�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH��XS�WR�VL[��WR�
live together as a single household. This allows for 

those groups that do not fall within the C4 HMO 
GHÀQLWLRQ��EXW�ZKLFK�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�&��XVH�
class, to be provided for i.e. a small religious com-
munity may fall into this section as could a home-
RZQHU�ZKR�OLYHV�ZLWK�ORGJHUV·��3ODQQLQJSRUWDO�JRY�
uk, 2014a, para. 17).  

+RZHYHU��WKH�UHVLGHQWLDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�+DULQJH\·V�
ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\�GRHV�QRW�ÀW�WKH�UHODWLYHO\�
low maximum number of occupants allowed for 
this category, and this restriction limits the potential 
VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�EHQHÀWV�WKDW�ODUJHU�OLYH�ZRUN�
households produce.

In light of these current stipulations, any attempt to 
XVH�WKH�+02�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�+DULQJH\�ZDUH-
KRXVHV�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�D�FOHDUHU�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�+02V�
that encompasses a wider spectrum of social and 
VSDWLDO�DUUDQJHPHQWV��7KLV�GRHVQ·W�QHFHVVDULO\�
mean the establishment of new categories, but, if 
there is an effort to make current use designation 
viable for the warehouse spaces, it indicates the 
necessity of developing different lenses through 
which to interpret HMO arrangements.  

7KH�VXEVHTXHQW�VSDWLDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�VLJQLÀFDQW�FDVH�
studies demonstrates regulated collective living 
DUUDQJHPHQWV�LQ�SODFH�LQ�/RQGRQ��7KH�DLP�RI�WKH�
comparative analysis is to focus on the multi-fac-
eted, and in some cases limited, approaches to 
industrial/non-residential space conversion. These 
cases highlight some of the possible paths for 
planning policy in terms of a response to the desire 
IRU�FRQYHUWHG�OLYLQJ�ZRUN�XVHV��([LVWLQJ�DSSURDFK-
es can then be evaluated alongside the spatial 
and social dynamics that exist in the Manor House 
community. 
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&DVH�6WXGLHV

The case studies selected for this analysis detail 
WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI�DQ�RIÀFH�EXLOGLQJ�WR�UHVLGHQWLDO�
use and the arrangement of a typical student res-
LGHQFH��%RWK�FDVH�VWXGLHV�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�/RQGRQ��
The analysis measures number of occupants, as 
well as common and private space, ultimately lead-
LQJ�WR�D�FDOFXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�¶UDWLR·�RI�FROOHFWLYH�OLYLQJ��
7KH�¶UDWLR·�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�D�VXLWDEOH�FULWHULD�
to evaluate the quality conversion characterising 
+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVHV�FRPPXQLW\���%\�XVLQJ�WKH�
ratio measurement one can begin to assess the 
character of a living space, and rule out the extent 
WR�ZKLFK�LW�LV�¶LQDSSURSULDWH�DQG�SRRU·��+DULQJH\�
Council, 2013). The same analysis will be conduct-
HG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�+DULQJH\·V�ZDUHKRXVH�FRPPXQLW\�
units in order to give a sense of the unique spatial 
makeup of the community and establish a founda-
tion of information that should be taken into ac-
count when considering future use designation and 
planning decisions.  
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General Plan    
conversion comparison

Apartment 1  
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ 

Number of Storeys: 12

Number of Typical Floor Storeys: 9

Increase  Surface in Reconvertion 18%

Surface of Typical Floor Plan (Present): 762 sqm

Shared Surface per Typical Floor: 110 sqm

Maximum Number of Residents: 5

Number of Bedrooms: 3

Total Unit Surface: 86 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 40 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Average Room Surface (In): 11 sqm

WC quantity: 1.5

Min Space /Person w/Max Utilisation: 5. 35 sqm  

Co
In

Ba

&DVH�6WXG\�����
2IÀFH�%XLOGLQJ�&RQYHUWHG�WR�5HVLGHQWLDO�
+LOOLQJGRQ��/RQGRQ

+LOOLQJGRQ�LV�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI�D����VWRUH\�RIÀFH�EXLOGLQJ�LQWR�
RQH�UHVLGHQWLDO�EXLOGLQJ�ZLWK�����ÁDWV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�GLPHQVLRQV��
35% of affordable housing, a parking facility and 20-30 sqm of 
shared amenity space per dwellings.
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Apartment 4

W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ�

Maximum Number of Residents: 4

Number of Bedrooms: 2

Total Unit Surface: 70 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 47.8 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Average Room Surface (In): 11.1 sqm

WC quantity: 1

Min Space /Person w/Max Utilisation: 5. 5 sqm  

    
Apartment 3 (x2)
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ�

Maximum Number of Residents: 3

Number of Bedrooms: 2

Total Unit Surface: 60 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 40 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO��������

Average Room Surface (In): 10 sqm

WC quantity: 1

Min Space /Person w/Max Utilisation: 5. 75 sqm  

    Apartment 2
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ 

Maximum Number of Residents: 4

Number of Bedrooms:  2

Total Unit Surface: 74 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 30 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Average Room Surface (In): 15.3 sqm

WC quantity: 1   

Min Space /Person w/Max Utilisation: 6. 35 sqm  

In BaCo

In

Ba
Co

In

BaCo
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    Apartment 6
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ 

Maximum Number of Residents: 4

Number of Bedrooms: 3

Total Unit Surface: 85 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 50 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Average Room Surface (In): sqm

WC quantity: 1.5

Min Space /Person w/Max Utilisation: 5. 45 sqm  

    Apartment 5 (x2)
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ�

Maximum Number of Residents: 2

Number of Bedrooms: 1

Total Unit Surface: 50 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 40 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Average Room Surface (In): 11 sqm

WC quantity: 1

Min Space /Person w/Max Utilisation: 5.5 sqm  

Ba

In
Co

CoIn

Ba



    

&DVH�6WXG\�����
$OOLDQFH�+RXVH
������1HZLQJWRQ�*UHHQ��/RQGRQ

Alliance house has 213 single rooms. 
It is composed by four new blocks 
and a refurbished one. 
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    Block D
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ

Block C
W\SLFDO�ÁRRU�SODQ�

Number of Residents: 8

Total Unit Surface: 170 sqm

Common Space Surface: 24 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

(QVXLWH�5RRP�6XUIDFH�������VTP

Usable Floor Area: 9.2 sqm

WC Usable Floor Area: 1.8 sqm

Number of Residents: 7 

Total Unit Surface: 120 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 20 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

(QVXLWH�5RRP�6XUIDFH��,Q��������VTP

Usable Floor Area: 9.2 sqm

WC Usable Floor Area: 1.8 sqm

Co

In

Co

In
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Room Type 05.05
W\SLFDO�VKDUHG�ÁDW�

Number of Residents: 6/12

Total Unit Surface: 120 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 22 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Bathroom Usable Floor (Ba): 10 sqm

Ratio Common + Bathr/Total : 1/4

Room Surface (In): 11 sqm

Usable Floor Area: 9 sqm

Common Bathroom Usable Floor: 1.8 sqm

CoIn

Ba Ba

&DVH�6WXG\�����
7RZHU�%ULGJH�
����0LQRULHV��/RQGRQ

Urbanest Student Accomodation opened this private hall in 
Tower Bridge. It is an 11-storey building with common facilities 
DW�WKH�JURXQG�ÁRRU��

,QLWLDO�)LQGLQJV

In case study 1 we observed a top-down reconver-
VLRQ�SURFHVV�WKDW�ZDV�DLPHG�DW�PD[LPL]LQJ�SURÀWV�
for the investor.  Case studies 2 and 3 demonstrate 
a living arrangement that is more in kind with the 
warehouse community in Haringey, considering  
the number of residents vary between 6 and 12 
(while in the Case 1 apartments hold a maximum 
of 5 people). The ratio of common versus total is 
divergent in the two different typologies. In case 2 
and 3 the average is 1/6 while in case 1 the aver-
age of all the different apartments is much higher, 
consisting of almost 2/3 of the total space. 

,I�FRPPRQ�VSDFH�LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�IDFWRU�LQ�GHÀQLQJ�D�
communal lifestyle then Case study 1 could be seen 
as a relatively communal environment. However com-
parisons would need to be drawn in terms of price, 
character of the space, and types of inhabitants in 
order to make claims concerning the interconnectivity 
of the living arrangement.    

The study of these typologies is essential to be 
able to later compare them with the ratios that the 
warehouses provide. The comparison will help us to 
further understand the warehoues premises, as com-
SDUHG�WR�RWKHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKDW�H[LVW�LQ�/RQGRQ�
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+DULQJH\·V�:DUHKRXVH�&RPPXQLW\�
6WXG\�

The following socio-spatial analysis of the Haring-
ey warehouses illustrates how the warehouses’ 
unique living and working spaces affect individual 
residents, the resident communities within the 
warehouses, and potential relationships between 
the warehouse residents and non-warehouse 
residents living in the borough. The large common 
spaces of the warehouse units contribute to social 
well-being as well as the creative and professional 
development of individual residents. Since each 
unit accommodates at least six persons (with 
some accommodating up to 18), and because the 
ratio of common space to personal living space is 
much larger than in typical house shares, residents 
spend the majority of their time at home in close 
proximity to others in their unit, aggregating the 
collaborative activities that contribute to creative 
capital. Finally, this creative capital has already had 
a positive impact on the borough through outreach 
programs initiated by warehouse residents for the 
EHQH¿W�RI�WKRVH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�DUHD��(YLGHQFH�VXJ-
gests that warehouse residents see the potential 
for further borough engagement.

0DQRU�+RXVH�:DUHKRXVHV�RQ�WKH�
5HVLGHQWV�6FDOH

&UHDWLYH�EHQHÀW�IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�UHVLGHQWV

,QWHUYLHZHHV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKLV�VSHFLÀF�VW\OH�RI�
communal living contributed to their creative 
productivity because they felt inspired to produce 
stronger work:

 ��,�IHHO�PRVW�FUHDWLYH�ZKHQ�,·P�DURXQG�
other creative people that inspire me.>>

 <<Being here opens me up to more creative 
possibilities, so a lot of it feeds into a mindset that I 
ZRXOGQ·W�QHFHVVDULO\�EH�LQ�LI�,�ZDVQ·W�KHUH�!!

 <<I was looking for this contact with differ-
ent people interested in and doing different things 
EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�LW·V�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�VWLPXODWH�\RXU-
VHOI��WR�JHW�\RX�WR�WKLQN��DQG�WU\�QHZ�WKLQJV�DQG�
FKDOOHQJH�\RXUVHOI�!!�

 <<The fact that I live with different people 
means that I have more windows onto the world 
DQG�D�ORW�RI�VWXII�DOZD\V�KDSSHQV��WKHUH�DUH�PRUH�
VWRULHV�IRU�P\�ÀOPV�!!

� ��,�ÀQG�LW�LQVSLULQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�UHDOO\�JRRG�
WDOHQWHG�SHRSOH�DURXQG��,W�JLYHV�\RX�D�NLFN�XS�WKH�
DUVH�WR��\RX�NQRZ��GR�\RXU�RZQ�WKLQJ�DQG�PDNH�LW�
WKH�EHVW�\RX�FDQ�!!

3HUVRQDO�EHQHÀW�IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�UHVLGHQWV�

2WKHUV�VHH�D�SURGXFWLYH�EHQHÀW�WR�VKDULQJ�D�FRP-
munal living space generally, even if their house-
mates do not share any professional interests. 
Many report that the constant proximity to others 
and the sharing culture they have developed allows 
WKHP�WR�H[SHULHQFH�D�W\SH�RI�VRFLDO�IXOÀOOPHQW�WKH\�
DUH�XQDEOH�WR�ÀQG�LQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�KRXVLQJ�DUUDQJH-
PHQWV��7KLV�VRFLDO�IXOÀOOPHQW�DOORZV�D�VHDPOHVV�
psychological transition in and out of the workday, 
making residents more productive during working 
hours.

� ��,�GR�D�MRE�WKDW�LV�QRW�FRQQHFWHG�LQ�DQ\�
ZD\�ZLWK�WKH�KHDUW���%XW�WKDW�GRHVQ·W�PHDQ�,�GRQ·W�
QHHG�KHDUW�LQ�P\�OLIH��RU�WKDW�,�GRQ·W�QHHG�WKLV�NLQG�
RI�VWLPXODWLRQ���6R��DQG�WKDW·V�ZK\�,�OLYH�LQ�KHUH�
because I want to have something else apart from 
P\�MRE�!!

� ��,W·V�KDUG�WR�EXLOG�D�FRPPXQLW\�>LQ�D�WUD-
GLWLRQDO�ZRUN�HQYLURQPHQW@�ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�JRHV�
home at night.>>

%HQHÀWV�RI�DGDSWDEOH�VSDFH

2Q�WKH�SK\VLFDO�VLGH��WKH�XQÀQLVKHG�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�
common spaces that is unique to live/work ware-
houses means they are able to be adapted to the 
needs of the users to suit their creative or produc-
tive needs.

� ��7KLQJV�JHW�DGDSWHG�WR�IXOÀOO�SXUSRVHV�WKDW�
WKH\�ZHUH�QHYHU�PHDQW�WR�IXOÀOO���$QG�RIWHQ�WKH\�HQG�
XS�NLQG�RI�EHLQJ�PRGLÀHG�WR�EH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH\�
ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�KDG�WKH\�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�IRU�WKDW�
SXUSRVH�RULJLQDOO\�!!
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 <<Our space in our studio is like an open 
SODQ�VSDFH�ZKHUH�ZH·YH�DOO�FDUYHG�RII�OLWWOH�VHFWLRQV�
RI�LW��0\�RIÀFH�DFWXDOO\�KDV�WKUHH�ZDOOV��EXW�DOO�WKH�
rest of it is open plan.>>

3UDFWLFDO�XVH�RI�ZDUHKRXVH�VSDFHV�IRU�
VPDOO�EXVLQHVVHV�

The warehouses also provide an abundance of 
VSDFH�WKDW�LQGLYLGXDOV�FDQ�XVH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�EHQHÀW�
their businesses:

 <<Having this space means that I can store 
DOO�P\�HTXLSPHQW�LQ�D�JDUDJH��DQG�,�FDQ�SDUN�ERWK�
P\�YDQV�KHUH�DQG�WKH\·UH�VDIH��:KHUH�,�XVHG�WR�
SDUN�WKH\�ZRXOG�JHW�EURNHQ�LQWR�D�ORW�!!

� ��6KRRWLQJ�ÀOPV�PHDQV�\RX�IUHTXHQWO\�
QHHG�WR�VWRUH�HTXLSPHQW��DQG�WKDW�FDQ�EH�TXLWH�
ELJ��\RX�QHHG�WR�VWRUH�SURSV���,�OLNH�WR�KDYH�ORWV�RI�
space to be able to do that and not impinge on oth-
HU�SHRSOHV�OLYLQJ�VSDFH��0RVW�GD\V�IURP������XQWLO���
RU����DQG�ZH�ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKH�GD\��DQG�ZH�DFWXDOO\�
KDYH�OLNH�D�VHW�RIÀFH�DUHD�LQ�RXU�ZDUHKRXVH�!!

� ��,Q�ÀOP�ZH�KDYH�PHHWLQJV�DOO�WKH�WLPH��OLNH�
KHDGV�RI�GHSDUWPHQW�PHHWLQJV��:H�KDYH�PHHWLQJV�
KHUH�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�DEOH�WR�KDYH�DQ\�RWKHU�
SODFH��,Q�IDFW��RQH�RI�P\�FDPHUD�RSHUDWRUV�IURP�
/RQGRQ�)LOP�6FKRRO�DFWXDOO\�PRYHG�LQ�QH[W�GRRU�WR�
PH��$QG�VR�KH·V�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKLV�ÀOP�DV�ZHOO�DQG�KH�
OLYHV�MXVW�QH[W�GRRU�!!

 <<For a start I use the common space for 
P\�WKHDWUH�JURXS�WR�UHKHDUVH�LQ�!!

 ��>+DYLQJ�D�IXOO�HGLW�VXLWH@�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
,�FRXOGQ·W�GR�ZHUH�,�LQ�D�VPDOOHU��UHJXODU�VKDUHG�
KRXVH�DQG�VR�,�KDYH�P\�HGLW�VXLWH�VHW�XS�EXW�WKHQ�
,·YH�DOVR�JRW�D�ODUJH�FOLHQW�PRQLWRU�ZKHUH�D�FOLHQW�
LV�DEOH�WR�VLW�EDFN�DQG�DFWXDOO\�YLHZ�WKH�WKLQJ�ZLWK�
SURIHVVLRQDO�DXGLR�PRQLWRULQJ�HTXLSPHQW���6R�WKH\�
FDQ�EH�TXLWH�FRQÀGHQW�ZLWK�WKH�VHWXS�,·YH�JRW�VSH-
FLÀFDOO\�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EURDGFDVW�ZKDW�,�DP�GRLQJ��
ZKHUHDV�LI�,�ZHUH�MXVW�RQ�D�ODSWRS�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�
to go elsewhere for that.>>
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0DQRU�+RXVH�:DUHKRXVHV�DQG�WKH�
,QWHUQDO�&RPPXQLW\�

7DQJLEOH�VNLOO�VKDULQJ

Sharing personal spaces amongst themselves, 
Manor House warehouse residents are in a unique 
position to cluster their skills, which form connec-
tions in both tangible and immaterial skill shares. By 
tangible, we mean connections in the warehouse 
that translate into concrete economic and/or creative 
gains. The sharing of skills has become a backbone 
of the community, allowing inhabitants to produce 
and reproduce their professional capacities in eco-
nomically sustainable ways. 

 <<A friend in our house has connections to 
D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�DUW�ZRUOG��6R�VKH·V�VHQGLQJ�
out emails for me all over the place and using her 
FRQQHFWLRQV�IRU�WKDW��$QRWKHU�IULHQG�ZKR·V�DOVR�DQ�
artist is doing the same thing for us as well. Anoth-
er friend made our website and does most of our 
RQOLQH�SUHVHQFH�VWXII��:H·YH�JRW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�GRHV�
LOOXVWUDWLRQV��VR�IRU�RXU�YLQH�YLGHRV�ZH·YH�GRQH�VKH�
PDNHV�OLWWOH�WKDQN�\RX�FDUGV�IRU�WKHP�DQG�VKRZV�
WKHP�XS�DQG�VKH·V�GRLQJ�WKH�GHFRUDWLRQV�IRU�RXU�
ODXQFK�SDUW\�!!

� ��7KHUH�LV�D�0DQRU�+RXVH�ÀOP�PDNHUV·�
JURXS�RQ�WKH�IDFHERRN�JURXS�DQG�WKHUH·V�D�VNLOOV�
sharing thing on there.>>

� ��%XW�WKDW�GRHVQ·W�MXVW�KDSSHQ�LQ�WKH�VSDFH��
WKH�VSDFH�LV�SDUW�RI�WKDW��6R��IRU�H[DPSOH��,�XVH�WR�
OLYH�ZLWK�D�JX\�FDOOHG�6��ZKRVH�VLQFH�PRYHG�RXW��
$FUREDW�DQG�D�FLUFXV�SHUIRUPHU�DQG�ZH�ÀOPHG�KLP�
in the space, put his show reel together and that 
GLUHFWO\�LQÁXHQFHG�KLP�JHWWLQJ�H[WUD�SDLG�ZRUN�DQG�,�
know for a fact that he got paid work off of the back 
of the work that we did together in the space.>>

� ��6R�D�ORW�RI�LW�VRUW�RI���LW�LQÁXHQFHV�PH�LQ�
ZD\V�WKDW�,�GRQ·W�UHDOO\�WKLQN�DERXW��/LNH��WKLQJV�WKDW�
FRXOGQ·W�RUGLQDULO\�KDSSHQ�MXVW�NLQG�RI�KDSSHQ�DQG�,�
MXVW�UHDOO\�WDNH�WKHP�IRU�JUDQWHG�IRU�EHLQJ�KHUH���6R�
if I need to set up an interview studio with a three 
OLJKW�VHW�XS�,�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�JR�DQG�UHQW�D�VWXGLR�
VSDFH��,�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�JR�DQG�UHQW�OLJKWLQJ�NLW�!!

,PPDWHULDO�VNLOO�VKDULQJ

 While the clustering of trades allows inhab-
itants easy access when it comes to the tangible 
sharing of skills, respondents have also expressed 
a great interest in what we have termed immaterial 
VNLOOV�VKDULQJ��6SHFLÀFDOO\��LPPDWHULDO�VNLOOV�VKDUHV�
are moments when the social relations that exist in 
WKH�VSDFH�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�UHVSRQGHQWV·�FUHDWLYH�SRWHQ-
tial through conversation, critique, and the exchange 
of ideas. Respondents have repeatedly stated the 
importance to them of the social nature of the ware-
house, with the sharing of ideas and concepts being 
central to the community.

� ��7KHUH·V�D�PXVLF�SURGXFHU��ZKR�DOVR�LV�
MXVW�YHU\�WHFKQLFDO��VR�KH��ZKHQ�,·P�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�
KRZ�WR�XVH�D�SURMHFWLRQ�LQ�WKHDWUH��KH·V�YHU\�OLWHUDOO\�
DEOH�WR�VD\��\RX�FDQ·W�XVH�WKDW�SURMHFW�IRU�WKLV�NLQG�RI�
PHGLXP�EHFDXVH����DQG�\RX�QHHG�WKLV�W\SH�RI�FDUG�
RI�WKLV�W\SH�RI�ODSWRS��ZKLFK�,·P�FRPSOHWHO\�QDLYH�
about.>>

 <<As important as the space, for me, is the 
KXPDQ�FDSLWDO���7KHUH�LV���WKHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�
KHUH�ZKR�DUH�DEVROXWHO\�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKHLU�JDPH�
LQ�ZKDW�WKH\�GR���$QG�VR�,�NQRZ�DV�D�ÀOPPDNHU�LI�,�
need a sound recordist or I wanna do a collabora-
tion with an artist of some kind or I need a lighting 
GLUHFWRU�RU�,�MXVW�QHHG�VRPH�DGYLFH�IURP�VRPHERG\�
LQ�VRPHWKLQJ�,�DP�QRW�VNLOOHG�LQ��SUHWW\�PXFK�DOO�
RI�WKRVH�SHRSOH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�P\�GLUHFW�QHLJK-
bours.>>

� ��<RX·YH�JRW�VR�PXFK�VKDULQJ�RI�LGHDV��DQG�
WKLQJV�WKDW�\RX·G�KDYH�WR�VHHN�RXW�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�
IRU��\RX�ÀQG�RXW�WKDW�VRPHRQH�HOVH�LV�DOUHDG\�ZRUN-
LQJ�RQ�VRPHWKLQJ��WKHVH�NLQG�RI�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�SURM-
ects that are running along side.>>

� ��7KLV�WKLQJ�,�ZHQW�WR�WRGD\�ZDV�VRPHERG\�
doing a sort of course in social media and getting 
FUHDWLYHV�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�EXVLQHVV��,W�ZDV�DQ�LQFUHGLEO\�
useful thing. It all comes down to meetings generat-
ed out of just living together, getting to know people, 
DQG�VKDULQJ��$QG�DOVR�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\�LV�VKRZLQJ�
LQFUHDVLQJ�VW\OHV�RI�DUWLVWLF�DFWLYLW\��DQG�SXWWLQJ�RQ�
VWXII��,W·V�DOO�TXLWH��HYHU\ERG\�LV�YHU\�DFWLYH�!!

� ��,�KDYH�PHW�SHRSOH�ZKR�,�ZRXOGQ·W�KDYH�
met who have common professions and common 
interests.>>
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(TXLSPHQW�VKDULQJ

In a site with a uniquely high concentration of social 
and human capital, the most basic exchange is the 
sharing of equipment. Respondents have discussed 
their ability to conduct equipment exchanges which 
VLPSO\�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�LI�LW�ZDVQ·W�IRU�WKH�
trust which is embedded within the community. Our 
interviews have tapped into what appears to be a 
way of life for the community, which is a common 
ownership and understanding between creatives 
and professionals that is materialised through the 
sharing of equipment. 

� ��,�KDYH�D�IULHQG�LQ�DQRWKHU�XQLW�ZKR·V�DOVR�D�
photographer, so sometimes we share lenses, and 
same with our landlords as well, we share lenses 
DQG�WKLQJV�OLNH�WKDW��$QG�\HD��MXVW��JHQHUDOO\�ZH�ERU-
row things off each other...>>

� ��WKHUH�LV�D�ELJ�QHWZRUN�DQG�\RX·YH�JRW�
things like the Google groups and the Facebook 
JURXSV��,I�\RX�QHHG�HTXLSPHQW�IRU�D�SURMHFW�RU�LI�\RX�
QHHG�KHOS�RU�LI�VRPHRQH·V�KHDUG�DERXW�D�JUDQW�WKDW·V�
JRLQJ�DURXQG��WKH\·OO�SRVW�WKDW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�!!

 <<I had some screens that I borrowed from a 
IULHQG�RI�PLQH��DQG�,·YH�MXVW�OHQW�WKHP�RXW�WR�VRPH-
ERG\�HOVH�ZKR·V�PDNLQJ�D�ÀOP�LQ�WKH�URRP�QH[W�
door.>>

 <<I did a photo shoot on a fashion shoot 
D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR�DQG�DW�WKH�WLPH�,�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WKDW�
PXFK�HTXLSPHQW�RI�P\�RZQ�VR�,�MXVW�NQRFNHG�RQ�WKH�
GRRU�RI�WKH�JLUO�ZKR�OLYHG�D�IHZ�GRRUV�GRZQ��6OLQN\���
And said, “can I borrow thousands of pounds worth 
RI�\RXU�&DQRQ�OHQVHV�WR�JR�DQ�GR�WKLV�VKRRW�µ�DQG�
VKH�VDLG��´\HD��VXUH�µ��<RX�NQRZ���$QG�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�
HYHU\ERG\·V�DQVZHU�!!

 <<there is an almost collective ownership of 
VWXII���(YHQ�WKRXJK�HYHU\RQH�EHORQJV�WR�HYHU\ERG\�
there is this kind of idea that it is this huge pool of 
VWXII���7KHUH�LV�WUXVW��WKDW�\RX�ZRXOG�WUXVW�DQ\ERG\�
ZLWK�\RXU�VWXII��\RX�NQRZ�!!
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0DQRU�+RXVH�:DUHKRXVHV�DQG�WKH�
:LGHU�&RPPXQLW\

([DPSOHV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�

The creative community within the warehouses 
creates professional and social opportunities not  
only for those inhabiting the space, but also for the 
Borough of Haringey. In many instances, members 
of the warehouse community have tried to use their 
own creative capital to facilitate dynamic public ac-
tivities and positive relationships with the surround-
ing population. Residents stress that more work 
needs to be done in terms of local engagement; 
however, there is evidence that the connections 
between Haringey and warehouse residents are 
productive and uniquely stimulating for all involved: 

� ���(YHU\RQH
V�UHDOO\�SRVLWLYH�ZKHQ�WKH\�
FRPH�KHUH��,�KROG�D�PRQWKO\�VFULSW�GHYHORSPHQW�
ZRUNVKRS�KHUH��ZKHUH�,�ZRUN�ZLWK�\RXQJ�ZULWHUV�
to help them develop their work, and then we do a 
NLQG�RI�SXEOLF�UHKHDUVDO�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�SOD\V��DQG�
VRUW�RI��JLYH�IHHGEDFN�DQG�DOVR�LW
V�D�UHDOO\�JRRG�
QHWZRUNLQJ�HYHQW�IRU�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\��
DQG�HYHU\RQH�DOZD\V�ORYHV�WKH�VSDFH�DQG�LW�ZRUNV�
UHDOO\�DOO�IRU�ZKDW�,�XVH�LW�IRU��!!�

� ���,
P�SDUW�RI�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�+DULQJH\�
6ROLGDULW\�*URXS��ZKLFK�LV�D�FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQLV-
LQJ�JURXS�EDVHG�LQ�WKH�ERURXJK��DQG�WKH\�DUH�D�
ULFK�WDSHVWU\�RI�SHRSOH�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�FODVV�EDFN-
JURXQGV��GLIIHUHQW�DJHV��GLIIHUHQW�MREV��EURDGO\�OHIW��
DQG�,�XVH�WKH�ÁDW�TXLWH�RIWHQ�WR�IDFLOLWDWH���!!

� ���6RPHRQH·V�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�WKH�
garden spaces and doing projects with kids. These 
RWKHU�JX\V�KDYH�DFWXDOO\�MXVW�JRW���������SRXQGV�
IXQGLQJ�IURP�+DULQJH\�WR�GR�D�\RXWK�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�
PXVLF�VWXGLRV�WKH\·UH�EXLOGLQJ��7KH�RWKHU�WKLQJ�
LV�WKDW�WKH�FRXQFLO�JDYH�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�+DULQJH\�
$UWV��������SRXQGV�RI�IXQGLQJ�PD\EH���RU���\HDUV�
ago.>>  

 <<You see events going on over there, and 
HYHQWV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKH�VWXGLRV��DQG�,·P�VXUH�WKH\·OO�
EH�D�ORW�PRUH��,·YH�VHHQ�HYHQWV�RXW�RI�&DWZDON�
3ODFH��$QG�QRQH�RI�WKHP�DUH�H[FOXVLYH��WKH\·UH�
DOO�YHU\�NLQG�RI�RSHQ�DQG�LW·V�JRLQJ�WR�EHFRPH�LQIHF-
WLRXV��7U\LQJ�WR�GLDO�GRZQ�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�QDWXUH�RI�

this space is a terrible mistake.>> 

� ���<RX�NQRZ��OLNH��,�NQRZ�)UDQQ\�DQG�/DX-
UHQ�ZHUH�GRLQJ���FDQ
W�UHPHPEHU�WKH�QDPH�RI�LW���
EXW�EDVLFDOO\�UXQQLQJ�IUHH�GDQFH�DQG�PRYHPHQW�
FODVVHV�IRU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��$QG�IUHH�FRPPXQLW\�
classes and I think that sort of stuff goes on all over 
WKH�SODFH��6R��WKRVH�FRQQHFWLRQV���WKH�FRXQFLO�PD\�
QRW�NQRZ�DERXW�WKHP�EXW�LI�WKH\�UHPRYHG�WKHP�WKH\�
ZRXOG�FHUWDLQO\�IHHO�LW��,�WKLQN�!!�

� ��´,·YH�MXVW�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�D�SHUIRUPDQFH�
DERXW�VH[�ZRUNHUV�WKDW�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�WKH�FRXUW\DUG��
and it was aimed at putting the record straight 
DERXW�PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�VH[�ZRUNHUV��,W�ZDV�DQ�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�GHPR�DQG�LW�ZDV�E\�VH[�ZRUNHUV�DQG�
there were a lot of allies there, and I met people 
ZKR�OLYHG�YHU\�QHDUE\�ZKR�NQHZ�DERXW�WKLV�FRP-
PXQLW\��6R�SHRSOH�FRPH�IURP�RXWVLGH�WKLV�FRPPX-
QLW\�DV�ZHOO�ZKR�NQRZ�DERXW�XV�DQG�ZDQW�WR�FRPH�
DQG�VHH�ZKDW·V�JRLQJ�RQ��6R�LQ�WKDW�RQH�LQVWDQFH�
,�FDQ�VHH�LWV�VSUHDGLQJ�RXW��7KHUH·V�QRWKLQJ�JDWHG�
DERXW�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\�DW�DOO��,W·V�WKH�DQWLWKHVLV�RI�
gated. >>

/LPLWV�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�
GHHSHU�HQJDJHPHQW�

7KHVH�UHÁHFWLRQV�PDNH�FOHDU�WKDW�ZKLOH�SHRSOH�DUH�
aware of certain instances of engagement there is 
confusion about who instigates the engagement 
and how often it occurs. Numerous interviewees 
touched on these issues of organization and poten-
tiality when discussing community projects. There 
is a sense among residents that the warehouses 
are an excellent resource in terms of potential com-
munity initiatives. Yet there are a number of current 
EDUULHUV�²�SURSHU�SXEOLF�VSDFH��ÀQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW��
free time, etc. – and many residents are unsure 
as to how potential connections can be realised. It 
seems clear, however, that there is a willingness to 
engage more deeply with Haringey – if given the 
proper opportunities to do so. 

 ���,�WKLQN�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�H[FLWHV�PH�DERXW�WKH-
DWUH�LV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�RI�NLQG�RI��,�GRQ
W�NQRZ��GRLQJ��
ZRUNVKRSV�LQ�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��VRPHWKLQJ�,
YH�
spoken to beth about because she has her wom-
HQ
V�JURXS�LQ�+DULQJH\��DQG�WKHUH
V�D�ORW�RI�WKHDWUH�
SURJUDPPHV�WKDW�ZRUN�ZLWK��OLNH�WKH\
UH�ERURXJKV��
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DQG�,
G�ORYH�WR�VHW�VRPHWKLQJ�XS�OLNH�WKDW��EXW�DJDLQ��
funding and time and all that kind of stuff is some-
WKLQJ�WKDW�,�QHHG�WR�ORRN�DW�SURSHUO\��!!��

� ���,�PHDQ�,�WKLQN�RQH�SHUVRQ�DFWXDOO\�
VXJJHVWHG�PD\EH�DV�D�FRPPXQLW\�YROXQWHHULQJ�IRU�
FRPSOHWHO\�XQ���\RX�NQRZ��IRU�ORFDO�SURMHFWV��6SH-
FLÀFDOO\�QRW�WKLQJV�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�ZDUHKRXVHV��DV�
D�ZD\��WKDW�PLJKW�EH�D�SRVLWLYH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DFWXDOO\�
KRSHIXOO\�EULQJLQJ�VRPH�EHQHÀW�WR�RXWVLGHUV��!!�

� ���<HV��,
G�YHU\�PXFK�OLNH�WR�GR�VRPH�SDLQW-
LQJ�RQ�VRPH�ZDOOV�RQ�$VKÀHOG�5RDG�DQG�+HUPLWDJH�
5RDG��$QG�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DSSURDFK�WKRVH�SHRSOH�
DERXW�GRLQJ�WKDW�EXW�,
OO�GR�WKDW�DIWHU�2FWREHU���,
P�
used to councils overlooking artists and the wealth 
of their resources.>> 

� ���7KHUH
V�WKH�+DULQJH\�$UWV��ZKLFK�LV�WKH��
sort of Manor House arts group, which does art 
LQVWDOODWLRQV�DQG�ZRUNV�PRUH�ZLWK�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��,�
ZRXOG�VD\�WKHUH
V�GHÀQLWHO\�VFRSH�WR�GR�PRUH�ZLWK�
WKH�ZLGHU�FRPPXQLW\���!!�
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([�)HG�
JURXQG�ÁRRU�SODQ

([�)HG
ÀUVW�ÁRRU�SODQ�

Number of Residents: 7

Total Floor Surface: 276 sqm

Common Space Surface: 106 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Bathroom Usable Floor (Ba): 15.5 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ���%DWKU�7RWDO������

Room Surface (In): 19.5 sqm

Number of Residents: 7

Total Unit Surface: 226 sqm

Common Space Surface (Co): 75 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ�7RWDO������

Bathroom Usable Floor (Ba): 3.2 sqm

5DWLR�&RPPRQ���%DWKU�7RWDO������

Room Surface (In): 19.5 sqm

Ex-Fed 2

727$/

Number of Residents: 14

Total Floor Surface: 502 sqm

Common Space Surface: 181 sqm

Ratio Common/Total : 1/3
Bathroom Usable Floor (Ba): 18.7 sqm

Ratio Common + Bathr/Total : 1/3

Co

Co

In

In

Ba

Ba

([�)HG���+DUULQJH\�:DUHKRXVH
���D�(DGH�5G���/RQGRQ�1���'1
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6SDWLDO�5HFRJQLWLRQ�

8WLOLW\�6SDFH���6HUYLFHV�DQG�)DFLOLWLHV

The utility space is used by residents with partic-
ular professional requirements. The site provides 
parking, amenity and storage space for cycles, 
refuse and equipment. In some cases the presence 
of gates provides the opportune level of security for 
stored materials. Internal facilities, such as shared  
kitchens and bathrooms, are sized to the number 
of occupants and are therefore spatious. 

$PHQLW\�6SDFH���6KDUHG�,QGRRU�

,Q�([�)HG��DV�LQ�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�XQLWV��WKH�FRUH�
is a common space in which social gatherings 
UHSUHVHQW�WKH�ÀO�URXJH�RI�DOO�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�WKH�
UHVLGHQWV�FDQ�XQGHUWDNH��/DUJH�NLWFKHQV�ZLWK�ORQJ�
tables suggest the pleasure of eating together, 
comfortable sofas that of chatting and working. 
)LQDOO\��XQGHÀQHG�DUHDV�DQG�FRUQHUV��ÀOOHG�ZLWK�
artistic materials and/or void, are the spatial frames 
of common (or at least shared) projects. Often, 
these common areas are the ones in which natural 
OLJKW��ZLVHO\�GLUHFWHG�RU�ÀOWHUHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�SRVL-
tion, is searched and investigated. As a living room 
would in the home of a traditional family, here the 
common space becomes a room where encoun-
ters, games and rituals occur together with work, 
craft and creation. It is a place that, without losing 
LQWLPDF\��UHIRUPXODWHV�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�ÀUHSODFH�
for a new social unit, which is not a family, but as a 
family learns everyday to live and work together. 
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$PHQLW\�6SDFH���6KDUHG�2XWGRRU

There are a plethora of uses that take place in the 
extensive external spaces. The relatively large site 
provides the opportunity for outdoor parking as 
well as collective gathering spaces, with different 
degrees of public access. Yet, due to the need for 
physical continuity, the uses would need to be con-
sidered under a regulatory system.  

3ULYDWH�6SDFH���%HGURRPV

There is a variation of private space within and 
among units. Bedrooms conform to minimum 
space standards and accommodate from 1 to 2 
persons. Some units would require relatively sig-
QLÀFDQW�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��ERWK�WR�EHQHÀW�IURP�WHFKQLFDO�
features improvement, such as ventilation, lighting 
DQG�ÀUH�VDIHW\��DQG�WR�PHHW�%XLOGLQJ�5HJXODWLRQ�UH-
quirements. However the public/private space ratio 
makes them attractive for different users.   



As global economic forces contribute 
to the standardization and sterilization 
of urban environments, urban planners, 
community leaders, and residents are 
increasingly looking for ways to make 
DJUJFT�XPSL
�mSTU�BOE�GPSFNPTU
�GPS�UIPTF�
who inhabit them.  There is no universal 
template for carrying out this process.  
However, students of urban issues have 
JEFOUJmFE�WBSJPVT�USFOET�PG�SFTJTUBODF�o�
processes whereby citizens have been 
able to foster liveable city spaces that 
promote community alongside productivi-
ty.  An area of particular interest has been 
the role that artistic communities can play 
in promoting vibrant city spaces, for both 
internal and external populations.  With 
this context in mind, our research team 
hopes to add to two important, timely 
conversations: the role of spatial dynam-
ics in promoting sociability and creativity, 
and the broader possibilities for urban 
space that accompany rich artistic com-
munities.

&RQFOXVLRQ
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Our research looked at the Haringey’s warehouse 
community from both a spatial and sociological 
perspective.  These complementary approaches 
allow for an assessment of the unique material 
EJNFOTJPOT�PG�UIF�XBSFIPVTFT�o�TVDI�BT�UIF�SBUJPT�
BOE�DPNNVOBM�BSFBT�o�XIJMF�BU�UIF�TBNF�UJNF�UBL-
ing into account what these physical spaces mean 
-- both symbolically and practically -- for the com-
munity residents. The spatial investigation suggests 
that the warehouses represent the formalisation of 
a new typology of living, housing and working. Born 
from many parents, from student halls to squatter 
settlements, from artist lofts to craftwork laborato-
ries, they are in an experimental stage. The shapes 
of the houses and the measure of their spaces, far 
away from being a corroborated plan with attested 
proportions, are engaged in an ongoing process 
PG�EFmOJUJPO��5FDIOJDBM�GFBUVSFT�PG�UIF�XBSFIPVTFT�
XPVME�CFOFmU�GSPN�JNQSPWFNFOU
�TVDI�BT�WFOUJMB-
UJPO
�MJHIUJOH�BOE�mSF�TBGFZ�

The team’s sociological research illustrates that the 
communal, live-work makeup of the warehouses 
IBT�BO�JEFOUJmBCMF�JNQBDU�XJUIJO�WBSJPVT�MFWFMT�PG�
analysis: the personal inhabitants, the warehouse 
community, and the Borough of Haringey.  On the 
personal level, interviews suggest that the spacious 
nPPS�QMBO�QSPWJEFT�TPNF�SFTJEFOUT�XJUI�B�TFOTF�
of community and well-being while for others the 
added space is a requisite element of their produc-
tive capacity.  The integrated living environment 
has spurred creative development and allowed for 
economic and artistic production that would have 
otherwise gone unrealised.  Within the warehouse 
DPNNVOJUZ�JUTFMG
�PVS�SFTFBSDI�JEFOUJmFE�BO�FYUFO-
sive process of skill sharing, involving both material 
and immaterial skills.  Residents swap equipment 
(e.g lights for interview setups, lenses for photog-
raphy projects) but, perhaps more importantly, they 
BSF�BMTP�BCMF�UP�DSFBUF�B�GSFF�nPX�PG�JEFBT�CFUXFFO�
diverse creative professions that normally remain 
isolated.  FInally, the progressive internal communi-
ty has thus far created promising relationships with 
local Haringey residents.  Still, most residents admit 
that connectivity has been limited and there is a 
TJHOJmDBOU�BNPVOU�PG�XPSL�UP�CF�EPOF���

Ultimately, the socio-spatial analysis indicates that 
the living and working spaces in the warehouses 
are conducive for a communal lifestyle involving 
sharing and exchange. This lifestyle builds trust 

and a sense of identity within the locality, two out-
comes that many planners strive for in ‘place-mak-
ing’ strategies. These spaces are also highly valu-
able to the formation and productivity of SMEs, 
particularly those in the creative sector that rely on 
pooling skills and equipment. It is likely that many of 
the businesses run out of the warehouses would not 
be as successful without the space in which they 
operate.

The warehouse residents have used the space to 
generate a new unitarian typology for living and 
working, and these innovations should lead any 
interventions. Even if a comparison with other stan-
dardized typologies and law requirements shows 
below-standard safety conditions, a reconsideration 
of these housing units should not abandon the 
legacy of experimentation in attempting to imple-
ment regulation. The substance of the warehouses 
are their laboratories of living within a new urban 
context -- denying this freedom of experimentation 
in order to accomodate existing planning rules 
would mean the loss of economic potential as well 
BT�B�nPVSJTIJOH�BSDIJUFDUVSBM�SFBMJUZ��*U�JT�JO�UIF�CFTU�
interest of both the residents and the Council to 
preserve the sense of place and creative capacity 
of the warehouses.  To this end, both parties should 
experiment together with incremental strategies 
that emphasize safety alongside the preservation of 
place.  
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